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BO-c^Xied ‘^PeojXe B TzIf development F^niar, not b-- 

mlsconstrucd to be r. roFuit of the increaeeO tenrlon In 
lntern:?t^‘^nr*l r^vletlone. On the contrary, the eetabllrhraent 
of the prramllitrry pollr-e reorerented r tr^ctic.^l move on 


onrt of the ^olfiPevll^p 
in £:d Vance, 
selection of 


:ove c h h g m hraon n Y>r>«-^r»r»ia/S 
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personnex I or tne parcniiittary oollco and the 
"People* r Army'* Comnenced in the last yorrs of the vrr. In 
ppecirl cr.rnpp In thn USS*{, nt a lime rhen there vrre hardly 
any lntiicrti‘>n of heightened tension in oost-^Tr vorld 
oolitten* 


(Coinmpnt: ?iccursions on Free Germany Committee matters 

and on t ^e ropoin^nent erf former German officers to lerd--* 
Inj^ posit' one in the Soviet Zone rovc’^nmcnt r^re omitted 
from t-ilr sumrarryi ) 


c» xize lernl arpeols of the police dex'^elopment in the Soviet 
Zone appear to be sufficiently o^-n rrt.^. n.i 

in the iv^il;’ :res$ 
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- ^ People* p Tol i cje 
U -ecrulting I-'ethods 


aa A considerable part of the BO-»callecl Peorle^r Police coneiste 
of volunteers. One mav-^t be objective rno!;ph to admit 
inese volunteers are mostly young peo le^. ’."‘.o, in viev of 
the econoraJ.c tlevelopment of the Soviet Zone, find them'- 
selves vltriout hope for rdvancerr^ent in their chosen 
occupy, tlonr or v:ho^, for ovher rersons^ '^ace economic 
alfficultle' , Naturrlly,. In addition to t'aese '*unvllling 
volunteerf'' , thei’e hr 8 been c constant drive to recruit 
the raaxim)jn possible number of loyal SFD saemberr into the 
xwnXs of ahe oollce^ to secure fro:*; the be/':innlnf: the basic 
political reliability of .Vne ne’-'ly orgrnl^ied structuror 


b. Ui-e gr rt importance of th.^ police in the loviet Zone 
beermr noticeable cr early 1946, ;Ue, at a time rhen 
the "hsth.-est tension did n^vt yet exist In Its '-erent 
form, ypjl vnen there v:as no trl> yet in the Soviet 
prop; anh. or; aivs of "dMigei - to peace'* an ; ‘splitting of 
Germ ny'*. that vlrne the fovlet Zone police orrr.ns 

Here divorced from municipal responsibility and Here 
pubC/rdin; ted directly to the Inlc'^ior minister? of the 
Lender*, Although in theory t'iie 3{i.''‘gerrneister of the 
municipality remalnvjd the “oh^cf '* of the locro.l police 
force., in pr; ctice this v;np Ta;»rcly r farce* Ar-’ early a.e 
1946 the political consider/ ti one verr^ 'iecisive in the 
apooifit.'ient of canuldater for- police “orcer in the 
LVoviei^ Zone. .Only me-iber^ rerr ppp-ointed and me' berg 
of otfer prrtlevS vore syj.te.no tlcr.iiy •:) ir- charred. Since 
political reliability end not crofeseion;;! exoerlence or 
qual if ication became the Uecluing factor, the cueilty of 
tile Soviet Zone police deteriorated raaldly. Arbitrary 
arre^sts. illegal detentionr ., inhurricrn Inter' ro[ ati on methods^ 
failure to notify r-rlativci^,, etc. ver' the order of the 
da/' and netjspaper readers Hili remember the reout ;tion 
vhlch the Soviet Zone police soon gained, '^eoreaentat Ives 
cf the CDU end the LDP in the LiSnder Aspombiles have 
attempted repeatedly to make the conditions rT’evaillng 
in- the oolice forces v. subject of onrl Ir-aeati-ry Innulry, 


runctioniiig of tne lolerior fiiniatry ws not subject to 


oojTrnoi, / u 
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pr rl laraentA.-’-y cont-rol.. Laterv bp o^uer of the ST’A. 
debate on .'Ollce 'yPool e’*ip in the L/hioep Appc'/bl*<ac 
prohibit tu . t.'he eBtroilphTn ‘fit of the Ad’Ttip.l ptr**-tion 


o 


tric incc^'ior, Itr rpod. r. 1 po«'1. t-lon under the 


iccnomi c 


r-rr'^n ^ 


:omiui?olon. r.no rinrlly the eooo* nt-- 7 ent of Kurt 
ylpcner, i’ormer Snxony Interior Kinlr-ter, farmed the 
lopicfil conciuftion of e trend ^-'hich exerunted the 
structure from every :ancl of prrllrmentary or other 
yUblie control .» ^iie .‘>ur )oj?e of toi^ e xe '!otlon ’f-v-vc r-ninn ■ 
otrer thinrirp, to prevent crlt.leirrn of recruiting niethodp' 
cM. to elUninato the poepiblllty thot th? po-crlled • 
"oloc or ptiee'’ /nlKht r •rooortl on-^- te Influerice in 

oo3.lc5.oe oi the ■roX1.cc« Once assumed the 


i-Tbitrnry md unllater.^1 control of 

iia s never n e n r e .1 i nn u 1 p he d .. 


■^erc^onnel noliclep 


c.. It war rntlcipnted toy ths ' upelanp th.-'-t ■.■?hen the tiTie 

arrived for c l,arf>;e-PCalo expansion of the ooUco onopra^-yp 

the rc.nr.F could no looKer be flllod i-ith voluntooT-p’, ^ ’ 

pe exytence of enough younn: men rho could toe considered 
polxt5..0f lly re3. liable ** * rlao coup 1:1 cred oroblernatlcrl^ 

...aerei-ore tne nethod of ro-crlled, ‘‘forced voi.unt^^fT 1 rn-ii 
vias aaoptedo Si nce the oxo-ndsd i^ollce force x- - to 
a military rather than civilian character, tha a ' ' *** 

recruitment x-ra.*^ omonv the ■■rlacnerr of 

tho^USSUe^ Sel-ecte^i from rJzouf^^, the Phyoicaliv """ 
i±u Jro.'P^, the cr.nd.l'P^^^teo vrere brourht * top'ethor In rrr^^nnp 
of^aboat iGO. After -. period of lecturer* onr; vir^led 
-».!i oerroc;;o.tion thoy ivere Csrlied u :)on. to a rK: .!« 

statement in ^'V/nioh tney applied for adni.lrelon In the 
»jolkr.po.^i 2 ei' i olxot-ine; pel case from crctivlty. Since 
It VBB intimated that ouch rn a'ollcrtie'r! »-'-p 

quickcpt way to return to -rermany. thero“ ^ere relrtlvei’ir 
-ler rafueal ^ Fo.llow5.aa i<? the text of t 'e.c-t i . 

^ I aoroDy ;>etltiQn the German Admin ; on" “ 

cot^ Ine In teri 02 ' for appointment in the 
7 '-jxknpoilr.ei . f oilowina my release from 
ppiaoaer of war crptivityl I would 
l-live thip Qpoortunity to a re If t In the 
democratic 2*econptruetlon of German^/ 
lignatare.P* • 

i,. -he .-:Oove metliod of recmitraent ineur-ed f.-t t^e •=C'-f‘':lio (3 
'/ol.';.sjoi3.zei hsu e base or in llltarllv ti^Pined 1 nd i ’^iduai s 
.rTom T.I16 bea’inninp. In Ihls oonnec'clon. i;, o -,ouV7 be "AAAeci 
oui, t'Tst all memberi- of the foviet Zone n-illoe rno^t h<^ 
considereci voluntoerrf from ^ ie<;-ri ooSnr. o-r vIot,, 

■'umors about reiwlrr draftinr of oor*onpP dvo'bh^ 
heard tram time to time.- esrocioll-" t 

.lix 


ccen 


o r c o n ;g c r i o 1 1 o n 
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"7 r 


;ne Oi 


•hand. It Is well 


to 


d* o 3 . 5 . Phed t 'O ynuna 

i^en of the Soviet hone wo:'*’ pu'b.!eate< 5 .. to ext-r.^or'' inarv *'* 
p.oe3cu.rc to Jn- Iic cm i har*^ 'Of rc - op'^'p 

01 tne activltiep of the lied recrn-iit Pi-- tains* 

moved .from town to towno If the you,»,'!-‘ TmOM rere r-tlll 
iinwiliinp to enlipt in the police after li'^tenl^ 
tfe .lectures, iiuxnlc. etc .,5, toe chief or the 
contacted., tdroupn. the local B^D ore^anlzation.. the 
^: • ■■loye-“r -rf th/' vtre-- to e 1 r-c: ‘ the 

pny eiciu.ly aole laen their shop or i>ni;orv 

Laiyor Office, the youiia men xjcre freed - ch^'ce 

7'0ii.-nteerinf: roe the eolice or r^oln*’-* Into the iiines,. 

'-'Oiir j.'’-,:'. L.l y ;p.':i'.-]\.'_ii; P'; thiC Triost ‘lowerful, o 3 ‘r?'Uc sive 
. yO " VO i.Un «-*C BP t O"'' t.lie 00 J.-lC C V'T:' S t he r>'[ t.^-T fi'- - 1 - 1 V '■ 
to fc lata he 7- Ine re, 


you n e 
iit Lne 


■CtOP 
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7>^ere rro recur'"in^; ruTSor? s;.';onf;, the ’’■■^stern Zone 
cooulf tlon thr-t forrier :-or,.ir n off icerp ’-ero to be 
arnftea Into the police, to injure the proper mllltery 
treinlng of the rrtiX and file. This point could not 
yet be conflrnied. The ■ 0 '*eFenoe of for;;;cT ="ree Germany 
CoOTiilttee off'icerr in t'.e police Is, of course, veil 
knovn. There has been no evidence, horever, to Indlcrte 
t,ir>t officers not connected vlt"; the '^ree 0er::irny :iovernent 
vere even aoce'-ted, much lees drafted. Into the Soviet 
Zone police, i-’rorii time to time, former German offlcere 
aooeai* In Giessen uho claim they fled the Soviet Zone' 
because they rare to be drafted into the police. ThorouKn 
Interrogation, however, always established that the 
individual in question has only heard che rumor. ’Then 
subEscuently he 'raa called to the Koimnandanturr. or the 
■jir.irn police station, he jumped to the conclusion that 
the ru-.ior was nov? a. fact, rnd fled toe Zone.. In a 
threat ;.iany epees „ individuals who fl 'd the Soviet Zone 
for econo., tic reasons cite the rumor and try to exrloit 
t ',e eituation for personal gain (i.e. to be certified 
r.e polltlcel refugees). 

g. The only concrete example of officers other than Free 
jcrmany Committee ine.nbers being accepted Into the 
jolice is supplied by former Captain Kurt Albrecht, 
whose last ■.■chrtaacht assignment was as instructor in 
the l;on-Co.-amiESloned Officers' School at Eisenach. 

Albrecht claims to have had an Interview in Berlin- 
..'ilheliasruh ^Ith Chi- f Inspector Dollwetzel on 30 August 
1949 in the cour.'^c of walcA he was offered an appointment 
’•ith rank equlv.alent to captain In the police. He 
clt.imr that he was told by Ooll'-etzel thr.t '-is 
responsibilities would be purely of s, technical, 
Instructin;- na ture and ths t ae would not 'ave anything 
to uo v’lth'the political Ind ctrlnjitlon aspects of the 
tralnliig, Assumlnf? that the above is true, the 
Albrecht case is still believed to be the exception 
rather than the rule since (1) Albrecht is s member of 
the SED (and thus politically regarded as more reliable 
thc.n other former officers) and ( ■') his experience as 
teacher in an KCO school makes him particul? rly desirable 
at the present stage of development. (Comment: 

Je.osition by Kurt Albrecht la available but not 
included in this sammery. ) 

2. The reliability of the Soviet Zone polloeo 

r. ihe aeslgn/ient of eo-celled Pollt~Kultur officers at all 
levels of the So’viet Zone police command indie.- tea. the 
importance whlon the Soalets attach to proper political 
indoctrination, "■hich they rc;:erd as essential to insure 
political reliability. 'The function of the Pollt-Kultur 
officers is similar to that of tee political commlssaro 
in the ''led .Army rnd is .also comxtara.ble to the role of 
the ...ttlonel Socialist leaderrhi-; officers {i!S-Filhrun.y8-- 
offlzlere) in the Hitler Army. 

b. A nuraber of depositions were obtained according to wtich 
the recurring theme of the Pollt-Xultur officers, when 
talking about the necessity of polltlcnl indoctrination, 
may toe summed up in the follov-lng worJs; ":ie want to be 
sure that when one of these days tic shooting starts, all 
t.ie rifles on our side ■'■rill be pointed in the right 
dlrevotlon" . T'ese words, if true, indicate tb.-t a s ilrit 
of dl«-trust pT'ev.-'ilf and that the authorities entertain 
smell iiluslonp aoout tiin reilnbllii.y oi the farce un.icr 
their cci . r ’ . The constant polltlcnl indoctrination 
will have n stroap effect over a period of yenrs. 


asBaarf ■ cokThOL /us officials okly 

^^OMFinPMTIfll 
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c. The forraer chief of the Soviet Zone .'•olloe oommunlo.<?tlonB 
eystcM, Arthur S'hme, croraed the border near Cobur;: oh 
19 Seoteiabcr 1P4'\ c.nd air.de the follo’-'inp re-no.r’ta in 
connection vith Soviet pueolcione reRordint" the 
polltlcfl rellr.blllty of the oollce; "Althvaph the 
technlcrl preparations' for tho police rprllo net’.-’orh In 
the Soviet Zone h; d been completed by the end of 194fi3 
the Kr.rlfihorpt authoritlep have repeatedly port -^oned 
the fpprntlnj;, of permlpslon to cooioenee operatione. 

One of the diffloulties Tfrar. that the Soviet? could not 
brlnd themselvep to ’.’orh out c code pystem in conjunction 
rith uen-uui technic Irne, nor v’ero they wlllln<i: to mahe 
r. Soviet code cvallc-ble for Gerar.n upe. I hrve hoard 
repeatedly the hif^heet officlr.le in ■'ilhelrafiruh 
oo'aiacntinf. on the extreme distrust which the l^ufslans 
show in negotiations (on the rrdlo net^’ork}." 

0. It should be rcmeiabered, hoi-rever, thr.t the political 
unrellsblllty of the majority of ite raeabera did not 
Influence the operations of the ueraisn -r;ay and would 
have little effect on the oper£.tionp of the Soviet ione 
oollce. The politically reliable elements* In any 
dlctgtorshlD, -re i:cll organized- The Rro.-t mrrr of 
dlsflidentc Irek any coordination or leadership; f-ey 
believe thewrelvcp to be only ein;;le Indlviduale and 
seldom drre to speak their true oziinion, for fear of 
retalirtory -le; euree. The (Giessen) Coramlsslon views 
aa utopian any hooe tnat the Soviet Zone police TTOuld 
be rendered ineffective by the ’'guns In the rc.-r 
echelons". Such hopes are just as unrerlle-io as 
those which rely on the possibility of an internal 
overthrov; of a modern police state. 

III. Par; allitarv (or Alert) Police (3ereitsch.-f ten ) . 

1. The ptrengto of paramilitary police units. 

a, A'’ initially organized in the summer of 1940, the 
3si-clts.chr.f t unit consisted of between 250 and 2BO men. 

The '.JereitEclv.ft unit was subdivided into 4 oLrtoons 

of 57 men each; the squads consisted of 10 men each. 

In addition to the 4 platoons, each Oereitschrft unit 
had a messenger eouad and a staff.. The average 
Bereltschaft consisted of S rifle platoons, a machine 
gun, and s subsaschlne gan platoon. In the flr-’t oh.'^t’es 
the armamenlF of the Hereltrchaft units were restricted 
to the 26 K carbine (rifle), the 08/15 and/or the 1942 
vjr ter-cooled machine gun, and various types of •istol.'? 
and eubmechine guns. 

b, tor the past several inonth? there have been strong 
.rumors, to the effect that the strength of paramilitary 
police unite wae going to be i ncreased radically, 

\ I the various barracks finxi-HllM 

houelng p: minllltary police units irere being expanded 
and readied for occupancy by an average of 1 , 000 men. 

These early reports v;erc later subetantif ted . | | 50 XI-HUM 

I the Soviet Zone police agree 50X1 -HUM 
tha.t the authorized strength for 3ereltsohr.ft unite 
Le now around 1,000, although it is stated that most 
Bercltschsften are several platoons under the Table 
of Organization strength. 

2. The training of the 3ereitschaften. 

a- There is general agreement that the training of the 
perpmilitarv oollce is primarily of military natu r e . 

50X1 -HUM 

Since there are a number of former officers among 
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them, ami almost sll of thcni had military In 

the '..’ehrmrcht, It may bo assumed that they knoi’i hoH 
to reco^'^nize military trainiae:^ 

b* The bapl'c trr.tning of t.ie paramtiitrry .police recruits 
Is oultc si;nllc.r to the initial training- formerly 
^Iveiz to Oer ;an infantry recruits. In the later stapee, 
ths recruit Is given instr^uctione in tie uee of his 
v;0aoonsi. This leads to field exerciser- pml battle 
conuitione are simulated by raatching ti’^o equally strr.ng 
units rgflrjpt orch other, for offensive or defensive 
type maneuver !?p viich usually include the use of 
training grenrcles* In the schedule these exercises 
are listed c.r “Instruction in police tpctlCB*^ but It 
cannot be clainied thf'.t such exercise? are necessary 
to train the police for the r.rrcFt of criminals, 
dispersal of crot?ds, etc* 

c. To be sure* the rbove-mentioned basic* training la not 
restricted to Bereltsch&ft unit?, but le given to all 
members of the police in the course of vreehly Instruction 
periods. The iatentlcn is obviously to constitute the 
Bercitschr ften i r t setive military 'orce, vrhlie the 
rest of the police is to be considered fs the trpjned 
re serve » 


d* 


e • 


In addition to infantry-type training, in recent months 
pr.ramilltKry units hrve been riven courses in combat 
engineering* For the time being most of these courses 50X1 -HUM 
are merely theoretica l but| ^ ^ | 

I only because the neceecpry 

equipment is not yet available^ The combat enpjineer 50X1 -HUM 

course consists of tic follovring: establishment and 
clearance of road-blochs end other obstacles, placement 
of explosive charges, raine'-laying and clearingjs and 
construction and demolition of bridges. 


Saveral 


have oartici ?r.ted in 


large-scale field exercises, including the simulated 
defense of fortified positions ^ 


50X1 -HUM 


f . 


Many! ^ par: rnilitrry policemen call 

attention to the registration, r:ithln the paramilitary 
policBp of individuals v;ho have had sped aiized 
training (such rr engineers, ts n>: cret^Ss fl iers^ 
artillery e x lerts . etc>- ) in the ’Jehrioacht. | ^ 

jthlr registration is a 
of the course v;hlch the para- 
in the future r 


significant indlcstlon 
military force v;5.11 take 


50X1 -HUM 

50X1 -HUM 
50X1 -HUM 


5<. Reports about the issue of he/ vy T’eapons to the 
Bereltschaften* 


There rx.ve been many contradictory snd Inaccurrte reports 
on this subjects Lately hovyever^ there hrve been 
rumors, which appear to have a more than usually 
factual br pis^ on the Impenuinj^j lar; e—^caie Increase 
In the strength and t he railitary effectivehesB of the 


Bcreitschaft units* 


50X1 -HUM 


there are preparetlons golne; on to esteOlisa one 50X1 -HUM 

or raorv' motorized 3ereit schrf ten,*> It ha. s been estab- 
lished that in the neighborhood of several Bereitschaft 
Inetallf tlons preparations have been made for motor 
pools, grease-racxs, gasoline storage tanks j, eto> 

These reports spce.K for themselves* 
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liejorte about hervy artillery anu tank unltr in the 50X1 -HUM 
iioreltficha f ton could not 'oc confirmed. Several | 

tio icnov,* rbouti tlio exl^'tence Oi sucli 50^X1-HUM 


ftnd ?»oae appeared to 1if>ve a v»ealth of detr-lled 
information, includin**; namep of commendinp; officers, 
location of tie units^. etc« Careful Interrogation 
egtabliehed* hoijever^ tiiat in ell cases there hre 50X1 -HUM 

been only a repetition of rumors^ beersry^ and go ♦ rth. 


d. 


‘..’ith reference to the rumors about the existence of 
FliegerbereltsCiU^f ten (flying units), 
found no e vidence of the existence of 


ffucn unixs. 


50X1 -HUM 
50X1 -HUM 


4* Rumprs of German units In Greece. 


Jno evidence to ;upport the rumors 


th.‘-»t German units had been disp^^tched to flt:ht on the 
conimunirt plde in the Greek civil '/hereas all 

former Soviet Zone policemen ha d heard this ruTiOr, 
not a siHi^le one could be found 

tvho could offer tho least bit or concrexie evidence 
on the subjects 


50X1 -HUM 


50X1 -HUM 


50X1 -HUM 
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